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The  Manchester  and  Salford  Sanitary  Association  has  been 
established  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  the  Laws  of  Health 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  vicinity ;  and  the  course  which 
the  Committee  have  pursued  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the 
Association  is  the  following  — 

1st.  Manchester  has  been  subdivided  into  six  districts,  each  of 
which  is  co -extensive  with  the  Relieving  Officer’s  district,  and 
the  whole  of  Salford  has  formed  a  separate  district,  for  the 
purposes  of  visitation. 

2ndly.  Lectures,  expressed  in  popular  language  and  clearly 
illustrated,  have  been  delivered  by  Mr.  Waters,  the  Acting- 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  and  other  gentlemen,  in  school 
rooms  and  other  suitable  places. 

3rdly.  An  address,  which  constitutes  the  first  of  a  series  of 
tracts,  has  been  extensively  circulated. 

4thly.  A  class  has  been  formed  of  the  Teachers  of  Elementary 
Schools,  to  whom  Mr.  Waters  is  giving  a  regular  course  of 
instruction  in  physiological  and  sanitary  science,  with  a  view 
to  the  formation  of  classes  for  like  purposes,  under  their  own 
direction,  in  the  several  schools.  The  number  of  members 
of  this  class  exceeds  sixty. 

The  adoption  of  these  measures  has  been  attended  with 
beneficial  results,  and  the  Committee  have  already  acquired 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  Manchester  and  Salford, 
in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  to  convince  them  of  the  need  of 
such  an  Association  as  the  present,  and  to  point  out  to  them 
the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued,  in  order  to  promote 
efficiently  the  objects  it  has  in  view. 
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The  Association,  aiming  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  Sanitary 
Science,  and  to  induce  a  practical  regard  to  the  Laws  of  Health, 
is  eminently  of  a  scientific  and  educational  character,  and  as 
such  ought  to  he  estimated  and  assisted. 

The  investigations  of  the  Local  Committees  have  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Central  Committee  the  existence  of 
circumstances,  which  very  injuriously  affect  the  health  and 
happiness  of  those  large  classes  of  the  people,  who  inhabit  the 
oldest  and  most  confined  portions  of  the  Town,  but  which  can 
be  improved  only  by  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  information 
among  the  sufferers. 

In  referring  to  such  matters,  the  Committee  wish  it  to  be  un¬ 
derstood,  that  they  do  not  intend  thereby  to  imply  any  censure 
whatever  on  the  Municipal  Authorities,  but  on  the  contrary,  they 
desire  to  express  their  sincerest  obligation  for  the  readiness  and 
courtesy  with  which  the  municipal  officers,  both  in  Manchester 
and  Salford,  have  on  every  occasion,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  encouraged  their  efforts,  and  rendered  them  effectual 
co-operation,  Many  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  Central 
Committee,  which  only  the  constituted  authorities  could  deal 
with,  and  which,  in  some  instances,  even  they,  without  an 
extension  of  their  powers  cannot  rectify,  as  a  due  regard 
to  the  health  of  the  public  demands.  Indeed,  the  detection  and 
discovery  of  nuisances,  which  fall  within  their  power  to  remove, 
are  in  many  places  so  numerous,  and  from  the  carelessness  and 
ignorance  of  the  inhabitants,  are  allowed  to  accumulate  so  in¬ 
juriously,  that  only  the  providing  of  a  staff  specially  appointed 
for  inspection  and  report  could  keep  the  authorities  sufficiently 
informed  of  the  evils  which  the  Local  Committees  have  dis¬ 
covered  to  exist.  The  employment,  however,  of  such  a  staff 
cannot  perhaps,  in  the  present  defective  appreciation  of  Sanitary 
knowledge,  be  expected,  on  economical  grounds,  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  community ;  and  therefore  there  is  perhaps 
only  one  means  at  present,  at  the  command  of  the  authorities 
to  rectify  this  state  of  things  ;  and  that  is,  to  require  the  police 
to  make  a  weekly  report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  especially  of  those  parts  where  the 
poorest  and  most  ignorant  of  the  population  reside. 


But  however  much  may  be  done  by  the  municipal  authorities, 
whether  under  their  present  or  any  increased  powers,  to  improve 
the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  districts,  yet,  so  long  as  legislative 
interference  is  necessarily  and  properly  subject  to  definitions, 
which  must,  in  the  present  cases,  stop  short  of  the  root  of  the 
evil  to  be  rectified,  there  is  not  only  room,  but  need,  for  some 
other  agency  directing  its  efforts  immediately  to  the  intellectual 
and  domestic  improvement  of  the  people  themselves.  Public 
authorities  are  too  frequently  brought  into  collision  with  private 
interests  whenever  they  attempt  to  promote  Sanitary  improve¬ 
ment,  and  private  interests,  which  generally  regard  the  present 
rather  than  the  future  advantage,  seldom  take  the  lead  in 
improvements  of  this  character. 

What,  indeed,  but  ignorance  of  the  most  debasing  character 
on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  and  ignorance  and  self-interest  on 
the  part  of  the  owners,  could  allow  the  continued  occupation  of 
property  for  the  purpose  of  human  residences,  under  such  con¬ 
ditions  as  the  following  ?  And  what  but  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  the  people  can  convince  the  owners  of  such 
property  that  it  is  their  interest,  not  to  say  their  duty,  to  make 
immediately  those  necessary  improvements,  which  shall  no 
longer  allow  the  human  habitation  to  be  degraded  below  the 
lair  of  the  beast  ? 

I.  Cases  appear  wherein  the  Authorities  are  unable  to  act 
for  want  of  adequate  powers,  and  wherein  the  obtaining  of  such 
powers  can  only  be  the  result  of  enlightened  public  opinion. 

As  for  instance  in  respect  to  the  situation  and  position  of 
new  buildings. 

In  a  district  which  may  be  distinguished  as  A.  A  series 
of  new  buildings  has  been  erected  upon  made  ground. 
The  original  site  having  been  raised  to  its  present  level 
by  large  quantities  of  the  ashes  from  middens  with  their 
usual  offensive  mixture  and  other  “  rubbish.” 

In  B.  Two  rows  of  houses  have  been  recently  erected 
back  to  back,  but  in  such  a  position  from  the  different 
elevation  of  the  ground,  that  one  row  is  raised  consider- 
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ably  above  the  other.  Between  the  back  wall  of  these 
houses  there  is  a  passage  of  about  9  feet;  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  midden,  which  being 
in  each  case  common  to  the  lower  and  upper  houses,  is 
necessarily  placed  very  close  against  the  lower,  and  becomes 
the  occasion  of  much  offensive  effluvia,  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants. 

II.  Cases  may  be  mentioned  of  injurious  position  and 
condition  of  old  buildings,  depending  for  correction  like 
the  former  upon  improved  public  opinion. 

For  instance— 

In  District  C.  A  court  is  blocked  up  at  both  ends,  the 
entrance  being  through  a  doorway,  the  cellar  residences 
are  dark  and  damp,  the  common  receptacle  for  refuse  is 
open  and  offensive.  In  this  court  eight  or  ten  deaths  from 
Cholera  occurred  at  the  last  visitation. 

In  District  D.  On  the  edge  of  the  Medlock,  there  ig  a 
batch  of  buildings,  dirty,  miserable,  and  dilapidated.  A 
description  of  one  of  the  habitations  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  others  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  It  consists  of  two 
rooms,  each  9ft.  by  10ft.  and  7ft.  high.  The  only  opening 
by  which  light  and  air  enter  is  through  the  door  and  a  half- 
closed  window  in  the  front  room ;  the  back  room  has  no 
other  light  than  the  glimmer  it  can  obtain  through  the 
doorway  by  which  it  communicates  with  the  front  room. 
The  midden  is  immediately  outside  the  door,  and  the  stench 
intolerable.  A  family  of  ten  persons  occupy  this  wretched 
hovel,  and  the  rent  they  pay  for  it  is  Is.  9d.  per  week. 

In  many  other  instances,  the  walls  of  a  house  or  cellar 
constitute  also  one  of  the  sides  of  the  midden  or  dung-hole 
adjoining  it,  and  moisture  of  the  most  offensive  and  mala¬ 
rious  character  not  only  saturates  the  wall,  but  percolates 
through  its  fissures,  and  spreads  an  injurious  dampness  on 
the  side  walls  and  door  of  the  dwelling  with  which  it  is 
connected.  * 

This  state  of  things,  so  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  human 
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health,  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  both  in  Manchester 
and  Salford. 

III.  Many  cases  might  be  cited  showing  the  injurious 
condition  of  courts  and  entries  for  want  of  sufficient  drain¬ 
age,  arising  from  the  owners’  neglect;  and  which  again  can 
be  rectified  only  by  a  right  appreciation,  in  the  public 
mind,  of  the  injurious  effects  of  such  a  state  of  things. 

IY.  Injurious  misappropriation  of  places  is  frequently 
found,  which,  again,  only  an  improved  knowledge  of  the 
Laws  of  Health  among  the  poorer  classes  is  likely  to  rectify ; 
as,  for  instance — 

In  several  districts  cellars  are  used  as  stables ;  in  some 
of  which,  the  moisture  passes  through  the  walls  to  the 
adjoining  sleeping  rooms. 

V.  Practical  indifference  of  the  poorer  classes  to  the 
contiguity  of  malarious  effluvia  mainly  arises  from  their 
habits  of  living,  and  their  total  ignorance  of  the  Laws  of 
Health ;  for  instance — 

In  narrow  entries  where  there  are  slaughter-houses,  cattle 
are  not  unfrequently  allowed  to  stand,  and  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  offensive  matter  in  the  court  or  entry,  besides  what 
occurs  in  the  slaughter-house  itself,  becomes  the  necessary 
consequence ;  but  the  people  make  little  exertion  themselves 
to  have  such  nuisances  removed.  Pigs  are  commonly  kept 
in  narrow  and  confined  places,  often  causing  an  intolerable 
stench,  which  is  but  little  regarded.  Similarly  also  in  the 
case  of  middens,  cesspools,  and  open  drains,  even  when  the 
people  complain,  they  seldom  appear  to  see  the  necessity  of 
exerting  themselves  to  obtain  the  correction  of  such  evils. 

Many  additional  cases  might  be  cited,  but  these  now  ad¬ 
duced,  which  have  been  carefully  investigated,  are  sufficient  to 
show  the  necessity  of  vigorous  efforts,  to  diffuse  among  the 
people  a  knowledge  of  the  Laws  of  Health. 


8 


It  should  be  remembered,  moreover,  that  the  efforts  which 
are  being  made  at  this  time,  both  by  the  Government  and  the 
Country  generally,  to  promote  the  Education  of  the  young, 
depends  for  its  success  very  greatly,  upon  an  extensive  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  people.  In  too  many 
instances,  the  filthy,  intemperate,  and  demoralizing  habits  of 
home  effectually  counteract  the  instructions  of  the  school,  and 
are  the  main  impediments  to  school  attendance ;  and  what  can 
rectify  this  state  of  things,  except  it  be  the  appeals  of  the 
Clergyman,  the  Missionary,  or  the  Visitor,  addressed  to  the 
individual  on  the  obligations  of  religion,  and  supported  by  those 
evidences  which  the  teachers  of  Sanitary  science  can  produce, 
showing  that  the  demoralization  of  home  is  the  certain  precursor 
of  intense  physical  suffering,  and  that  evils  and  misery  result 
from  a  disregard  of  the  Laws  of  Health,  which  no  medical  skill 
subsequently  applied  is  able  to  rectify. 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  the  Committee  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  adopt  the  present  course  of  appealing  to 
the  public  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  for  both  pecuniary 
support  and  extensive  co-operation. 

The  purposes  for  which  additional  pecuniary  means  are 
necessary,  are  the  following  : — 

1st.  The  payment  of  necessary  expenses  connected  with 
public  Lectures,  and  of  the  Teachers’  Class. 

2ndly.  To  prepare  and  diffuse  extensively  a  series  of  short 
’familiar  Tracts  on  Sanitary  subjects. 

3rdly.  To  sustain  an  agency  for  domestic  visitation,  which, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  several  Unions,  and  the 
Registrars  of  Districts,  was  recommended,  as  is  here  specified,  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Committee. 

Resolution. — “  That  the  Surgeons  of  Unions  and  the 
Registrars  of  Districts  here  present  express  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  render  assistance  to  any  agency  employed  by  the 
Sanitary  Association ;  that  they  deem  it  desirable  that 
medical  gentlemen  in  the  several  districts  be  appointed 
Corresponding  Members  of  the  Association,  to  promote  the 
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sanitary  improvement  of  their  respective  districts;  and 
that  as  speedily  as  possible  two  or  more  qualified  persons 
be  employed  as  Sanitary  Missionaries  or  paid  Agents,  to 
visit  the  labouring  classes  from  house  to  house  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  them  instruction  in  Sanitary  Science 
and  the  Laws  of  Health.” 

The  agency  thus  described  is  intended  to  be  additional  to 
that  of  the  District  Committees  and  any  other  of  a  voluntary 
character;  as,  for  instance,  that  of  the  visitors  of  the  District 
Provident  Society,  the  Town  Missionaries,  and  other  agencies, 
which  the  Committee,  with  a  deep  sense  of  obligation,  acknow¬ 
ledge  to  have  been  kindly  offered ;  but,  as  the  work  to  be  done 
requires  regularity  and  perseverance  in  the  mode  of  operation, 
and  both  knowledge  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  visitor,  and 
facilities  of  access  to  the  classes  to  be  instructed,  it  appears  to 
the  Committee,  that  while  no  better  qualified  agency  for  such 
purposes  can  probably  be  found  than  such  as  the  preceding 
resolution  recommends,  such  persons  cannot  be  expected  to 
place  their  services  at  the  public  disposal,  without  some  remu¬ 
neration  for  the  time,  not  to  say  the  ability,  demanded  for  such 
purpose. 

To  carry  these  purposes  into  effect,  among  nearly  370,000 
persons,  the  vast  population  of  the  present  municipalities  of 
Manchester  and  Salford,  requires  a  permanent  annual  income 
of  at  least  £600.  But  of  this  sum,  the  Committee  have  not  yet 
obtained  one-half.  They  were  anxious,  indeed,  to  avoid  any* 
appeal  to  their  fellow -townsmen,  until  they  were  able  to  sho  w, 
not  what  they  intended  to  do,  but  what  the  machinery  they  had 
adopted  was  actually  doing.  That  time  has  now  arrived ;  and 
as  they  are  prepared  to  show,  that  the  agencies  they  have 
called  into  operation,  are  eminently  calculated  to  carry  into 
effect  the  objects  of  the  Association,  they  have  confidence  in 
making  the  present  appeal  for  pecuniary  aid ;  because  it  must  be 
evident  to  every  reflecting  person  that  so  far  as  Sanitary  know¬ 
ledge  is  made  effectual  to  improve  the  habits  of  the  people,  they 
are  protected  from  a  great  amount  of  physical  suffering  and  its 
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consequences;  they  are  better  prepared  to  discharge  their  duties 
to  the  community ;  they  instinctively  shrink  from  pauperism  and 
crime ;  and  are  the  more  readily  susceptible  of  religious  and 
moral  impressions ;  and  therefore  such  an  appeal  as  the  present 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  recommends  itself  on  every 
principle,  which  not  only  religion  and  morality  must  recognise, 
but  which,  the  very  slightest  regard  for  humanity  and  public 
economy,  will  approve. 

The  need  which  the  Association  has  of  public  and  in¬ 
fluential  suppobt,  in  addition  to  pecuniary  aid,  will  appear 
on  considering  how  many  circumstances  of  a  local  character 
there  are  which  from  their  liability  seriously  to  affect  the 
public  health,  demand  the  attention  of  the  promoters  of  Sani¬ 
tary  Science,  and  which,  from  various  causes,  can  be  rectified 
only  by  an  intelligent  influence  directly  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  public  opinion. 

Such  for  instance,  among  many  others,  are  the  following — 

1.  The  general  introduction  of  the  means  of  Ventilation  in 
the  residences  of  the  Labouring  Classes. 

2.  The  use  of  Deleterious  Matters  for  domestic  purposes. 

3.  The  mischievous  effects  of  Malaria  in  certain  localities. 

4.  The  general  system  of  Intramural  Interments ;  and  the 
practice  of  interring  in  open  common  Graves. 

But  if  subjects  of  this  character,  in  addition  to  the  general 
improvement  of  the  people  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Laws  of 
Health  be  evidently  important,  the  Committee  are  encouraged 
to  hope,  that  the  work  they  have  in  hand  will  not  fail  for  want 
of  that  pecuniary  aid  and  public  support,  which  is  indispensable 
to  its  success,  but  that  endeavouring  themselves  to  the  best  of 
their  ability,  discreetly  and  perseveringly  to  discharge  then- 
duty  to  the  Association,  they  may  be  able  to  contribute  in  some 
degree  to  the  many  causes,  which  are  now  in  operation,  to  raise 
Manchester  and  Salford,  more  and  more,  to  a  position  of  emi¬ 
nence  in  the  British  Nation. 


T.  SOWLEIl,  PRINTER,  MANCHESTER. 


